Independent Soil Scientist Dr Doug Edmeades has called for a rethink about the need for a new “Fertiliser Act” to protect farmers from overzealous fertiliser companies.

Hamilton based, Dr Edmeades operates his own science consulting business, agKnowledge Ltd. In the latest edition of his popular product and service guide, “Fertiliser Review,” he reviews the scientific evidence for the claims made about three new nitrogen (N) products: LessN (Donaghys Industrys Ltd), ecoN (Ravensdown Fertiliser Cooperative Ltd) and SustaiN (Summit-Quinphos Ltd a wholly owned subsidiary of Ballance AgriNurients Ltd).  

 

Dr Edmeades said, “all three products have been recently introduced into the New Zealand market with claims that are not supported by the current scientific evidence.” “There was a time,” Dr Edmeades said, “that this type of activity was limited to the fringes of the fertiliser industry.” “Regretfully it appears it now becoming mainstream.”

 

“It appears that self-regulation of this industry is not working”, said Dr Edmeades. “When the Fertiliser Act (1960) was repealed in the 1990’s it was replaced by Fertiliser Quality Council who operate a voluntary quality assurance scheme (FertMark) under the Federated Farmers.”

 

“This scheme has limitations. It is concerned solely with the “truth of labeling” of fertilisers - in other words, are the claimed nutrient contents correct. It does not address the vital question; are the claims made about the effectiveness of the product correct?

 

“The problem, in this case, is made more difficult for farmers because all of these three products are claimed to have environmental benefits, which are of course difficult to see and measure.”

 

“The fertiliser industry is vital to ensure the sustainability of New Zealand agriculture. It is also the largest item of expenditure in most farm budgets. Farmers need the assurance that the products they purchase are supported by sound robust science.”
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